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220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 Town/City: Town of Eastham 
Photograph Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Pores er Eastham Center 
Address: 215 Samoset Road 


Historic Name: Walter F. & Matilda E. Nickerson House 


a ers . fat xe Uses: Present: single-family residence 

: Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1902 

Source: deeds, vital records, censuses 
Style/Form: Queen Anne/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 


View from north. Foundation: stone 


Locus Map (north at top) Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


i] 


Depot Pond Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Front porch altered or added, mid-20"" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: nox] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.68 

Setting: The house is situated in the town center opposite 


the Chapel in the Pines, the Eastham Public Library and 
Depot Pond. It is part of an early residential subdivision on 


» : 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer the south side of Samoset Road. 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Walter F. & Matilda E. Nickerson House, built ca. 1902, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a crosswing 
plan. The front gable fagade contains three bays on the first story with an entrance on one side offset by two windows. Two 
windows are located in the gable with a band of lozenge shingled in between and a band of scalloped shingles near the apex. 
The gable edge has a slight overhang and simple trim without Classical references typical of the Gothic or Queen Anne taste. A 
deep porch spans the front fagade and appears to have been altered late with shingled kneewalls, square posts and a 
balustrade along the roof edge or added completely. The cross-gable wing contains two windows on the front and an entrance at 
the rear of its east end. The west side of the house contains two windows, one for each room in the side-hall plan; a brick 
chimney in the roof is positioned between the rooms. A one-story wing is attached to the read. 


The house is centered on a corner lot with substantial setbacks from the frontages. It is bordered by small yards within a wooded 
site. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1902 Chester Franklin Horton (1869-1938) sold two acres of land on the south side of Samoset Road to Walter Forbes 
Nickerson (1874-1952) for $30, a price that strongly suggests that no house stood on the parcel.' Horton, the eldest son of 
Reuben Higgins Horton (1845-1925) and his first wife Cynthia A. Clark (1848-1917), was a provisions dealer in Eastham until he 
moved with his family between 1910 and 1917 to Reading; he worked for most of his life at the Brighton Abattoir as a salesman, 
meat cutter, and manager. He married Eastham dressmaker Clara C. Knowles (1873-1956) in 1892, and two years later he 
acquired the 8-acre Joshua Nickerson farm from Nickerson’s son Joseph.? Later deeds and a 1959 subdivision plan make clear 
that Horton’s parcel reached from south to Muddy Pond and west to what is now Windmill Lane. His younger brother Stanley 
Horton owned land just west of 155 Samoset Road (now occupied by 175 and 185 Samoset Road), and the houses numbered 
161, 163, 165, 167, 169, 171, and 173 Rear Samoset Road Rear and 215 Samoset Road now occupy the rest of the parcel. 


Horton’s 1902 sale to Nickerson appears to be the first parcel of the former Nickerson farm that he sold. Walter F. Nickerson 
was a fisherman and the son of Thomas C. Nickerson, a longtime guide and gunning club caretaker, and Mary Emma 
Southward; his grandfather, Myrick Doane Nickerson (1827-1907), was Joshua Nickerson’s first cousin.? Walter Nickerson was 
a fisherman living in his parents’ household in 1880, and in 1891 he married Brewster native Matilda Eldredge. The 1900 census 
enumerated Nickerson, his wife, and their daughter Edna Mildred (born in 1893) after the Chester F. Horton household at 155 
Samoset Road, which indicates that he was living in a house on or quite close to this site. No house is shown here with his name 
attached on the 1905 Eastham map, though that map often failed to depict houses known to have been standing at that time. It 
was not uncommon for Horton, who sold off numerous parts of the former Joshua Nickerson farm between 1902 and his death, 
to record a property sale after the house on the lot was apparently built. The 1910 census also enumerates Nickerson’s 
household after Horton’s That a house stood here by 1911 is certain, for in that year the Sandwich Observer reported that 
Nickerson “is having an addition built on his house.”4 


Walter F. Nickerson followed his father’s line of work: he was a guide in 1900 and a club caretaker in 1910. In 1910 he was also 
an Eastham constable and game warden, and in the late 1910s he was a truck farmer. In 1930 the census records him again as 
a club caretaker, for Quincy Adams Shaw, who had a camp on Great Pond and built Eastham’s Cedar Bank Golf Links in 


1 Chester F. Horton to Walter F. Nickerson, 26 May 1902, BCD 261:157. 
2 Joseph W. Nickerson, Chatham, to Chester F. Horton, 28 April 1894, BCD 210:547. In April 1895, George T. Dill sold Horton a parcel with 
the same abutters and noted that Horton intended to occupy the property as a homestead; earlier deeds do not clarify how Dill came by this 
property, and his deed to Horton does not state a price or amount of land, nor does it identify the parcel as the Joshua Nickerson homestead. 
See George T. Dill to Chester F. Horton, 4 April 1895, BCD 217:132. 
3 Boston artist Frank Benson, who owned land in Eastham and frequently hunted in town, hired Thomas C. Nickerson (1848-1909) as a guide 
and caretaker of his cottage on Nauset Marsh. In the early 1920, well after Nickerson’s death, he drew him as “Old Tom” and used the drawing 
as the basis of a watercolor (1923, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston) and an etching. 
4 “Eastham,” Sandwich Observer, 14 March 1911, 4. 
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Nauset.® In 1931 Nickerson became one of two agents on Cape Cod for the Animal Rescue League of Boston. According to the 
Yarmouth Register, he kept a “receiving station” at 215 Samoset Road to accommodate dogs and cats; it was housed, according 
to later owner Robert J. Seay, in a two-story, three-bay barn on the property.® In 1935 Nickerson was briefly in charge of the 
Animal Rescue League’s entire Cape operation, but he was the lower Cape agent for the league for twenty-one years. Only 
rarely did his work attract the attention of Cape newspapers: in 1936 he drove a Maltese cat named Tom from Provincetown to 
the Auburndale section of Newton because the cat had spent the summer with its owner in Provincetown and somehow had 
made its way back there after the two returned to the owner's regular Auburndale home.’ 


The 1940 census shows Nickerson and his wife Matilda on Samoset Road. A newspaper article published at the time of their 
sixtieth wedding anniversary in 1952 noted that the couple had lived in the 215 Samoset Road house “for the last half century,” 
which, if accurate, would date the construction of the house to the time of the Horton sale. Nickerson died in 1952 and his wife in 
1961, and the Samoset Road property passed to their only child Edna, who had married Watertown native Charles Foster 
Atwood in 1914 and returned to Eastham with him by 1918. The couple lived in 1920 in a rented house near her father’s, in 1930 
on State Highway, and in 1940 on Schoolhouse Road. Atwood was a fisherman who owned at least one dragger, a fish 
merchant, and a special policemen on a state road project in 1940. He also served the town as moderator, finance committee 
chair, and constable in the 1930s and 1940s. After Edna’s mother’s death the Atwoods probably moved to 215 Samoset Road, 
where Charles Atwood died in 1971. Edna Nickerson Atwood lived alone in the house and sold it in November 1972 to broadcast 
journalist Robert J. Seay and his Elizabeth M. Seay of Hyannis. Robert J. Seay and Josephine Guarino were the owners in 
2020.8 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 


View from NW. 
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